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                19 December 2017 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
As you will no doubt be aware the school performance league tables were 
published last week showing the percentages of pupils in Year 6 last year 
achieving the expected standard and higher standard in reading, writing and 
mathematics combined. The results for Elloughton Primary disappointingly were 
not as high as we would expect and therefore I felt it only just and right to contact 
you all with some information on the context behind these outcomes and more 
importantly how the school is addressing these areas.  
 
Below is a summary of the results for 2016/17. As you can see from the data we 
are in line with the Local Authority and National data in reading, GPS (Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling) and Maths. Unfortunately pupils did not achieve as well 
in writing.  

% of pupils reaching Expected Standard 

 Expected 
Standard 

2017(School) 

Expected 
Standard 

2017 (LA) 

Expected Standard 
2017 (National) 

Reading 74% 73% 71% 

GPS 83%   77% 77% 

Maths 76% 75% 75% 

Writing 65% 78% 76% 

Combined  43% 61%                   61% 

 

% of pupils achieving a Higher Standard 

 Higher Standard  
2017 (School) 

Higher Standard  
2017 (LA) 

Higher Standard  
2017 (National) 

Reading 20% 24% 21% 

GPS 15% 27% 31% 

Maths 11% 19% 23% 

Writing 11% 21% 18% 

Combined 4% 8% 9% 

 

The percentage of pupils achieving the expected standard in all subjects was 
affected greatly by our attainment in writing. The school suffered an 11% dip in the 
proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard which impacted greatly on our 
overall outcomes. 



Detailed analysis in school has identified that the attainment of boys was 
unfortunately not high enough, in particular due to the poor quality of spelling. 
Despite a greater proportion of girls attaining the expected standard (80%) the 
proportion of boys was much lower than in previous years. 
The school have acted swiftly since last year to address the teaching of writing, 
particularly with higher expectations nationally now in place. Since January 2017 
we have: 
 

 Commissioned an external review of the school approach to the teaching of writing 

(January 2017) that has resulted in a new approach to the writing sequence taught 

across all year groups. The impact of this was acknowledge by Ofsted in February: 

  

“The initial indications are that pupils’ writing is improving and more are 

reaching a higher standard than last year.”  

 

The proportions of pupils reaching the higher standard did indeed increase by 11% 

in 2016/17. 

 As a result of the successful writing review the school has linked with Hull 

Collaborative Academy Trust (HCAT) to provide school improvement for Elloughton 

across this academic year. The Trust is one of the best in the UK for writing 

progress across its schools as shown in the most recent league tables published. 

 In September we changed our approach to target setting for pupils to allow for 

more rigour and preciseness. 

 In October all of our teachers have worked with a Specialist Leader of Education 

for literacy and the Local Authority writing moderator to further develop the schools 

approach to the teaching of writing. 

 In November teachers in Years 5/6 worked alongside the Specialist Leader of 

Education, to moderate expectations in writing. 

 In December another Specialist Leader of Education delivered in depth phonics 

training for all staff and further training will take place in January focusing on 

spelling.   

 As from next term we are adopting rationalised assessment performance 

indicators, again with the support of external school improvement services. Further 

details will be sent to parents in due course to show the expected levels for writing, 

maths and reading in all year groups.   

In addition to the above, improvements in writing are at the centre of the School 
Development Plan and throughout school we are continually working to improve 
the quality of writing, along with maths and reading provision.  
 
The school has made immense progress in many different ways in recent years, 
not all of which is measurable by data and statistics.  I’ve previously expressed my 
concerns to parents about SATs and the Government national testing regime 
which has a relentless focus on measurable performance data and accountability. 
The staff work hard to prepare the children and support them before and during the 
tests, and I sincerely hope parents see the value in working with their child to 
support them too. As clearly apparent, the data can be used to judge schools yet 
there are many aspects of primary education that truly matter but can’t be 
measured – confidence, creativity, respect, resilience collaboration, integrity, 
ambition or thoughtfulness. The list is endless.  



At Elloughton we do strive to teach the children to be skilled, knowledgeable, well 
rounded individuals and do our utmost to prepare them for the future.   Each and 
every day I see pupils keen and enthusiastic enjoying learning and discovering 
together. Myself and our team of dedicated staff are committed to providing the 
best possible education for all our pupils. Despite some parents having concerns, I 
have been overwhelmed with many positive and supportive comments from other 
parents who fully recognise how far the school has come and I thank all parents for 
their continued support.  
 
I truly hope this clarifies why the schools’ position in the DFE performance tables is 
lower than in previous years. However, I am confident that results this year will 
improve. I look forward to continuing to work closely with parents and staff in order 
to provide for the best possible outcomes for all our children.   
 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs C Fulstow 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


