
A Word From The Headteacher 
 

The festive season got underway well and truly last week with the Christmas Fair and Mrs Cooper decorating the school with 
lots of lovely Christmas trees.  A  special  thank you to Ellerker Lodge for donating a beautiful tree for the hall. We can now 
put the gifts for our Christmas appeal underneath it.  Rev Fryer also spoke in assembly about how we prepare for Christmas 
and he shared with the children the lovely travelling Nativity, a wonderful hand knitted nativity,  which visits the homes of 
local parishioners during the season of advent before finally arriving at St Mary‟s Church  on Christmas Eve. All the children 
had great fun making items for the Christmas Fair and were keen to sell their festive produce. The Christmas post box is now 
set up and our Christmas post elves have been busy delivering Christmas cards to children and staff  in school.  The children 
have been practising for our festive afternoon teas, our Christmas Service and the rehearsals have now begun  for the EYFS 
performance of „ Away in a Manger‟. 
  
So although life in school is very busy at this time of year, and some staff appear a little frazzled when rehearsals don‟t quite 
go to plan,  Christmas in school is always magical. I absolutely love hearing the festive songs echoing down corridors matched 
with the tangible excitement of children trying on costumes, enjoying Christmas crafts and decorating classrooms.  Staff and 
parents have been busy helping our EYFS children learn their lines although practices at times have seemed a little 
challenging with a few fidgety sheep , some restless kings and a forgetful shepherd!  The book „A Wayne in a Manager‟ by 
Gervase Phinn is a delightful read and as one review states „Each year as Christmas approaches he finds that no one retells 
the greatest story of all time in quite the way that an infant nativity play can.‟ 
  
At Elloughton we provide a positive environment where talents are nurtured and celebrated.  Allowing the children to 
perform on stage can help them to grow in confidence and develop their speaking and listening skills. School productions can 
provide something special, whether it be being a narrator, playing an instrument, acting, singing, dancing or simply being a 
back stage helper.  It is a unique experience that is integral to a good quality education and wonderful preparation for future 
life. 
  
For parents and grandparents who will join us for the end of term events I‟m sure you will feel very proud 
and uplifted by all the different performances  and many of our EYFS parents will no doubt be moved by 
their child‟s very first school performance.  I‟m sure there will be tears of joy and  laughter as you see 
the children simply be children at their very best, even if lines are forgotten, the shepherds lose their 
way and someone drops baby Jesus we will all love seeing the children perform.  I do hope you can come 
along and enjoy; I can guarantee the school nativity will be a joy to behold! 
  
Do enjoy your own preparations for Christmas. 
  
Kind  Regards,  
Mrs Fulstow 

December 2nd 2016 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 

 

Tues 6th December       KS2 FESA Festive Afternoon Tea 2:30pm                           *   Come along and enjoy informal festive singing whilst          
                                                                                                                                                  tucking into a mince pie.  Parents and Grandparents             
                                                                                                                                                  welcome, tea & coffee  & small raffle available.  
Wed 7th December       KS1 FESA Festive Afternoon Tea 2:30pm                                Your Cauliflower cards and Christmas puddings will be                       
                                                                                                                                                  here for collection  prior to each performance. 
 

Fri 9th December          Xmas Lunch                                                                                * Children are welcome to wear a festive hat (homemade      
                                                                                                                                                  or bought).  £2.40 charge to children in years 3-6, please   

                                                                                                                                               pay via Sims agora. There will be NO SANDWICH OPTION                  
                                                                                                                                                  ON THIS DAY. 
Tues 13th December    EYFS & Y1 & Y2 Xmas Party                                                         
                                        Singing at Westerlands Elderly Care Home   
                              
Wed 14th December   Church Carol Service KS1 9:30am, KS2 11:00am                  * Everyone welcome, please bring your new, unwrapped                 
                                         Pre-loved uniform sales 8:45am & 3:30pm                             Xmas gifts for the Viking FM Cash for Kids Appeal.  
                                         EYFS Nativity Performance 1:30pm                                       * Please encourage your child to learn their lines. 
 
Thurs 15th December  Year 1 trip to Hull Theatre, Cinderella  
                                         Year 3/4 Xmas Party                                                                  * Children may bring party clothes to change in to. 
                                         Year 5 trip to the National Space Centre  
                                         EYFS Nativity Performance 6:00pm  
  
Fri 16th December      Year 5 & 6 Xmas Party  
                                        School Closes - Ho! Ho! Ho! 
 
Wed 4th January 2017  School re-opens 



Viking FM Cash for Kids - Mission Christmas 
 
As we did last year, we are supporting Viking FM Mission Christmas. Instead of asking for 
cash donations at the Christmas Service we would invite you to bring a small present. Did 
you know that 1 in 3 children are living in poverty in our area? Viking FM Cash for Kids 
have launched Mission Christmas and that is why we are supporting this charity in 
association with Ellerker Lodge Garden Centre. We are asking parents to donate a gift 
that will be given to a disadvantaged local child to make their Christmas morning special. 
We're looking for new and unwrapped gifts suitable for children and young people aged 0-
18 years. We will then take these gifts to Ellerker Lodge who in turn will give them to the 
charity. Please note that all gifts are welcome however the charity really struggles to 
receive enough gifts for babies or teenagers so presents for those children will be 
particularly appreciated. 

Christmas Fair 

A big thank you to FESA for organising such a wonderful Christmas Fair. There was a real buzz in school last week with   
children making items to sell and they were all so proud of their Christmas „produce‟. The Summer house was the perfect 
setting for Santa‟s grotto and Santa was inundated with little visitors all  night long. The evening was fun and very festive. 
Thank you for all  your support and thank you to all the fabulous FESA volunteers for all their hard work and  preparation in 
ensuring the night was a success.  An unbelievable amount of £ 3,505 was raised by FESA. Well done to everyone involved. 
Thanks you to Mrs Pybus and Mrs Small who sent these lovely emails after the fair:- 

“Hi Mrs Fulstow, 
I have to say how truly great and enthusiastic the children were who helped with me on the stalls I covered this evening. If 
at all possible I would really appreciate for 2 outstanding children to have headteacher awards for their help, they went 
above and beyond what was asked of them and I have to say how impressed I was with their behaviour….  
Many thanks, Helen”. 

“Hi, 
Just wanted to let you know Leo said helping out on the stall was the best bit of the fair. I said I was proud of him and he 
said he is proud of himself. Great to see his confidence continually growing. 
Hope you have a nice weekend, regards, Louise Small”.  

Afternoon Break 

We will no longer be having a whole school afternoon 
break (2.15 – 2.25) as at times this has disrupted valuable 
lesson time. In order to allow more flexibility class 
teachers will simply take a short break at a time of their 

choosing along with their class. 
It may vary from day to day as 
to when the break is taken 
depending on the lessons being 
taught, but this will result in 
more effective use of time. 

Tasty Tuck  
 
Our exciting new Tasty Tuck shop will be opening on Friday 
6th January 2017 in the school teaching kitchen for the sale 
of healthy snacks! It will be open at morning break time for 
all children to enjoy during play time.  School Council will 
be in charge of selling:  
 

Warm bagels 
Crackers and cheese 
Packets of raisins 
Apples 
Milk shakes 

 
                   Just 30p per item! 
                   Every Friday 

Christmas Post 

Our Christmas Post Box is now installed 
near the Reading Den waiting to be 
filled with good wishes.  Our newly 
appointed elves have been given the all 
important task of delivering your 
Christmas mail.  Please ensure that the 
children write the FULL NAME and CLASS 
TEACHER of the person they are writing 
to on the envelope so we can ensure 
safe delivery.  

House Points 
 
Competition is still fierce with just 2 weeks to go until the 
end of term.  This is what the leader board looks like at 
the end of this week. 

Andromeda 12 

Cygnus 24 

Leo 16 

Orion 12 

Scorpius 21 

Virgo 27 



Pedestrian Skills 
 

Our Year 4 children have recently           
undertaken valuable Pedestrian Skills     
training, learning how to cross a road     
safely.  
 
Whilst they were putting their newly learnt 
skills to good use, one of the trainers was 
approached by a passer-by who mentioned 
they have seen many of our children     
crossing the road, not using the crossing, 
and crossing diagonally to and from the 
hairdresser area.  Please can parents be 
vigilant and remind the children about 
where and how to cross the road in a safe 
place.   
 
We do appreciate how busy it is outside 
school at drop off time particularly with the 
on-going road works and this sometimes 
delays journeys to school.  However please 
can we ask that all parents park responsibly 
and ensure children get out of cars in a safe 
way. Several parents, and Mrs Fulstow,   
witnessed in horror earlier this week how 
one child got out their parent‟s car,  into 
the path of oncoming traffic, whilst stopped 
at the pelican crossing. 
 
Remember it‟s better to arrive late than 

not at all! 
 

YEAR 1 - Amy Johnson 

 
 
This term Year 1 have enjoyed learning 
all about a significant local person, Amy 
Johnson through our History work.  We 
have learnt about her ambition to fly a 
plane and her significant achievements 
including setting a world record.  We 
were also very lucky to have a visit from 
Sebby's Grandpa who has built a plane 
which is  named 'Amy Johnson' in her 
memory.   

Presently, he is now recreating one of 
Amy's journeys.  We wish him and his 
team a super flight.  

Sunrise and Sunset Club 
 

We will be having our Christmas Party on Tuesday 
13th December.   Join us for delicious party food, 
festive fun, games and party bags.  Please contact 
Mrs Burn, in the school office, if you would like your 
child to attend.  Alternatively, please let the 
Sunrise/Sunset club know. 

The next FESA pre loved uniform sales will 
be on 14th December at 8.45 and 3.30. in 
the shelter on the front playground.   

We welcome any donations of uniform.  
Thank you. 

YEAR 1-VET NURSE VISIT 

In Year 1 we have been learning about animals. We had a visit from Kerry, 
the vet nurse, from “We Care Brough Vet's surgery” which we were very 
excited about. We learnt lots of information about how to how to look 
after different animals. Kerry showed us X-ray's from different animals 
and we had to guess which animals they were from. Kerry also brought in 
two rabbits to show us. One was white and one was a big brown rabbit 
with huge floppy ears and it lolloped around the carpet. It was very 
friendly and kept trying to sniff us! We have also been learning how to 
classify animals.  

 

Did you know that 
reptiles are cold blooded 
and lay eggs and 
mammals either have 
hair or fur and give birth 
to live young? We have 
learnt that we are 
mammals. 

 

 

 

Character Descriptions 

In English we have been learning about how to write character 
descriptions. Firstly we wrote one about the witch from “Room on the 
Broom” and then  one about the dragon from the story. We have also 
written a character description for the sock puppets we have made. Mrs 
Pascoe made a sock puppet for our class called Emma. She has a rainbow 
button nose and is a little bit shy, but we are a friendly class so she will 
soon get used to us! 

ILLNESS 
 

A leaflet is available from the school 
office or on the school website with 
recommended guidelines as to when 
to keep your child at home. 
 
We have had some recent sickness 
related illness and would like to 
remind parents that, ideally, children 
should stay at home for 48 hours after 
a bout of this type of illness. 
Ultimately, this  is for the benefit of 
all our children and helps prevent the 
spread of infection.  We thank you for 
your support in this regard. 

EYFS Feedback 

Thank you to all the parents for 
completing our “Starting School” survey.  
Your feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive and invaluable.  Results will 
shortly be available on our website at: 

http://www.elloughtonprimaryschool.co.uk/parent-surveys.html 



Pets As Therapy 
 

We are very excited to be embarking on a new reading 
project in KS1, in the New Year, called Read 2 Dogs. 
This is a programme designed to increase 
confidence and enjoyment in reading. 
 
Watch this space for more details! 

Year 2 Art Gallery  

We have been budding artists this term,  studying work 
by  Vincent Van Gogh and Henri Mattisse.   We have 
produced some wonderful masterpieces and we are 

very proud of all 
our creations. 
Our Gallery looks 
super and keeps 
growing with 
more and more 
artwork. 

Children In Need - Thank you 

Thank you for all your 
support. We were all 
Spotacular and raised a 
whopping £272.47.  

Well done to Amy Goodwin, 
Violet Watt and Ruth Issit for 
organising two mini stalls. 
You can read their short 
report on how they raised an 

additional £30.88 which makes our grand total £303.35. 

“It was so much fun meeting up altogether to discuss 
about what we were going to do for Children In Need. 
We settled on 'Guess how many Smarties are in the jar' 
and 'Guess the name of the teddy.' On the day it was 
such a small table with so many people surrounding it 
before school. Holly from Year 6 just walked past 
thinking it was a mother's meeting! At morning break 
lots of people wanted a go. We stayed behind after 
school for any last minute entries before counting the 
money. We raised an amazing amount - just over £30 
which is impressive as the activities were only 20p! 
Special thanks to Amanda from Year 6 for bringing in 
some cookies to sell on our stall to raise just that bit 
more money. Also thanks to all who had a go to help all 
those poor children around the world. 

Well done to the winners. Izzy from Year 6 won the 
teddy (whose name was Bluey) and Charlie from Year 1 
guessed nearest to the 734 smarties in the jar.  
Thanks so much Ruth, Amy and Violet. 

Willow weaving with Year 6 
    

  
“Last Wednesday Year 6 got the 
opportunity to do some willow 
weaving. We decided to make 
wreaths so we could sell them at 
the Christmas fair. Everyone 
used 12 long, sticks of willow to 
make their own wreath. With a 
little input, Year 6 started to 
weave their wreaths. When 
everyone had finished making 
their wreaths they got to    
decorate them  using things 
like: chocolately, brown pine 
cones ; deep green, spiky   

        holly and some rosy, red    
mistletoe.  Everyone's wreaths looked 

spectacular when they were finished. The whole of 
Year 6 really enjoyed the activity that they were set. Overall 
this activity was great!”    
                 By  Florence Godfrey 

 

Year 6 Visit Elloughton Dale 
The merry activities they did were; rolling down Elloughton 
dale hill, going on a hike, geocaching, fox and geese, climb-
ing trees plus map reading.  
Katie said, whilst, panting rapidly" I was going so fast I  
couldn't stop!  
Violet told year 6  "I was so depressed when I found out we 
weren't going to Sutton Bank but when I started playing fox 
and geese, I forgot all about Sutton Bank."  
After they had rolled down the hill a dozen times they      
pretended that they were climbing Mount Everest, making 
videos on  their thoughts and feelings, this is because they 
plan to use them to create their own mountain adventure 
stories later in the week.    
                      By Violet and Katie 
 
 

Christmas Arrives in EYFS 

It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas in EYFS this week! 
The children have been immersed in Christmas already. They 
have been busy practising our Nativity and we are so proud of 
all the children‟s efforts so far. The children have been 
enthralled with our Elf workshop, Santa‟s Grotto and Father 
Christmas has even sent us a very special Elf visitor.  We even 
caught Father Christmas visiting our classroom on CCTV! 

The children have also written some excellent letters to 
Father Christmas and have been wrapping and labelling 
presents, creating their own sleighs and baking biscuits. 



YEAR 6 - MISSION TO BUILD A MOUNT EVEREST BASE CAMP 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“On Thursday, Year Six took on a challenging 
yet exquisite mission to  create a base camp 
on the freezing Mount Everest (the back playground). They were split into 
six groups, four groups with tents and the other two groups were left with 
string, tarpaulin and natural elements. These two groups probably had 
the hardest job on this winter wonderland. Year Six member, Charlotte K, 
said with a smile on her face " I really enjoyed this lesson, but              
unfortunately it went too fast. I hope we can do it again."                     
                                              

The reason Year Six did this extreme                                                                                                              
activity was because we are writing     
mountain adventure stories and we all 
needed some inspiration as well as         
experience. Another Year Six member, 
Missy C, explained how she felt after the 
extraordinary activity. She exclaimed, " this 
lesson was out of this world! It was very 
tiring but despite that, I would definitely 
do this again. The weather for this was 

awesome as it was freezing and gave an extra challenge. Our Year Six 
teachers gave us an awesome treat instead of a lesson and it has been a 

fantastic week full of epic activities." This was 
definitely something for Year Six to remember.” 
          

Written by journalists  
Charlotte and Missy  

NAMING OF UNIFORM 
 
 
    

We are getting an increasing amount of 
clothing that is being left in school.   
 
Whilst we make every effort to return 
items to the children, we can only do 
so if it is clearly marked with their 
name.  Please can we remind you to 
check the labels in your children‟s 
clothing, especially coats, to make 
sure names are still clearly legible. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

FESA - THANK YOU 

Firstly, thank you so much for all the 
supportive parents who continue to bake or 
buy buns, come to our events with their 
children, and help FESA by pledging their 
spare time. Our first Christmas Fair as new 
Co-Chairs raised £3,505 which we were 
delighted with, and our fantastic committee 
and helpers made it all possible. 

 

 

FESA has been exceptionally busy and we 
have a couple of events left. Our Festive 
Tea Parties take place next week. The KS2 
event takes place on Tuesday 6th 
December, and the KS1 is on Wednesday 7th 
December. Both events run from 2.30pm to 
3.30pm, and will be an opportunity to listen 
to your children singing festive carols, enjoy 
a cup of tea and a mince pie.  You can 
collect your pre-ordered Christmas puddings 
and Cauliflower cards. 

 

 

 

 

Parents & Grandparents  do not need tickets 
and there is no charge for entry.   

We are also having a Pre-Loved Uniform Sale 
on Wednesday, December 14, before and 
after school, it will be under the canopy 
outside Mrs Fulstow‟s office. 

 

 

Thank you again for your support, and if you 
want to get in touch with ideas, or you‟d 
like to get involved, we 
would love to hear from 
you!  Email: 
fesfundraising@gmail.com 

Lisa and Sally  

(FESA Co-Chairs) 

Age Range Consultation 

Unfortunately we were informed this 
week that  the LA cabinet meeting, 
when the decision on our proposal to 
extend the age range of the school 
will be made,  has been delayed once 
again. Much to our disappointment 
this will now take place on 13th 
December not 29th November as we 
were originally told. As soon we are 
notified of the decision we will inform 
parents immediately as we know 
many of you are waiting expectantly 
for the news and so are we! 



Twitter 

At Elloughton Primary School 
we think it is important to 
share all of the wonderful and 
great things that happen in 
school and Twitter is a 
fantastic way of sharing our 
achievements. See below an 
extract from a recent article 
about „Why you should be a 
tweeting school‟.  

 

 

 

One of the best aspects of 
Twitter is its ability to share 
the amazing things that go on 
within a school. Schools are 
fantastic places; centres of 
knowledge and education. 
When it comes to education I 
always remember a line by the 
actor Rob Lowe playing the role 
of Sam Seaborn in The West 
Wing where he says: 
“Education is the silver bullet. 
Education is everything. We 
don‟t need little changes; we 
need gigantic, monumental 
changes. Schools should be 
palaces…”. In my mind, schools 
are palaces, and they should be 
sharing the amazing things they 
do with their community. One 
of the most important decisions 
anyone ever makes, as a 
parent, is the one where you 
choose the school your child 
goes to. As a parent, you 
entrust that school with a 
significant part of the raising of 
your child. Parents want to 
know what goes on in the 
school and Twitter is a way in 
which that information can be 
shared.‟  

Mark Anderson, ICTEvangelist 

Moral Compass – Perseverance  

During the month of December we are focusing on the value of „Perseverance and we 
will begin by reminding the children that perseverance is „not giving up when things 
get difficult.‟ We believe that perseverance is one of our keys to success.  This is a 
perfect time of the year to be reinforcing this value as a positive message to everyone 
with new year looming when many people traditionally make  New Year‟s resolutions. 
Whether you make a resolution or not, the value of perseverance will only help in a 
positive way. For our children, we encourage them to constantly  try their best, to not 
give up when they find things difficult and to welcome challenges. We teach them 
strategies to help them when they get stuck and to persevere when things get tough!  

When you hear the life stories of famous scientists, inventors, artist and visionaries, 
they always have one trait in common : Amazing perseverance.  Many of them failed 
repeatedly before they experienced success. However an internal drive for success 
and a “never give up” attitude defined their life and work. We‟re sure you‟ve heard 
many of these snippets of information before.  

Oprah Winfrey was fired from her first television job because she 
was deemed “unfit for TV.”  

 

Jerry Seinfeld was booed off stage the first time he 
tried to deliver a comedy routine.  

The manager of the Grand Old Oprey fired Elvis 
Presley after his first performance suggested he 
“go back to driving a truck.”  

 

Dr. Seuss was rejected many times before publishers accepted his first 
book.  

 

 

What made these people, despite rejection,  carry on and try again? Perseverance! It‟s 
important to develop this critical trait in our children. In school we encourage children 
to talk about their learning and to recognise a valuable learning experience when they 
get stuck or make a mistake. We encourage them to keep going when work becomes 
challenging and help them to see that they can make progress if they persevere and 
not give up. 

New Signage  
    

We are delighted that our school sign was installed last week. It really does looks 
fabulous.  The sign was created by Jan Haskins, a local artist who worked with 
Year 5/6 pupils last term . She gathered all the ideas from pupils about what 
makes Elloughton Primary School so special and unique. All the ideas inspired 
her to design both a mural for our front entrance, which is still being painted, 
and our new school sign. We can‟t wait for the arrival of the mural as it will 
make our new reception complete. 

COMPLIMENT 

 

We have received a lovely 
compliment this week from Judith, 
at East Barmby Residential Centre, 
who said:- 

“The music on the system whilst 
you‟re on hold is amazing, I‟ve never 
heard anything like that, I really like 
it!”  


