
 

Elloughton School News 
 
13th May 2016 

A word from the Head teacher 
 

Credit this week certainly has to go to all our Year 6 pupils who have undertaken their SATs after working 
incredibly hard all year to achieve their very best.  We‘re immensely proud of all their achievements. Once again it 
has amazed me that despite the pressure and tension so many have taken the tests in their stride and fully 
embraced them. Their ‗can do‘ attitude has really shone through so well done to all our children for coping so 
brilliantly. They can hopefully now relax, enjoy and cherish their final weeks at Elloughton Primary School.  
 
Sadly the tests have been more challenging than ever before due to the government‘s insistence on the need to 
raise the bar and strive for higher standards.  Whilst there remains a national testing regime, with a relentless 
focus on measurable performance data and accountability, we do our utmost to prepare and support the children 
through these tests.  As you know I am strongly against the government measures to monitor progress in schools in 
this way; like so many parents and fellow headteachers I have grave concerns about the pressure pupils and staff 
are put under.  All too often I see the angst and worry that these tests can cause.  I am confident that our staff 
know their children well and regularly assess children without the need for lengthy formal testing.  
 
Let us focus on the aspects of primary education that truly matter but cannot be easily measured – confidence, 
creativity, respect, independence, integrity, perseverance, resilience, team work, ambition, compassion and 
thoughtfulness. Childhood is precious and should not be filled with tension, anxiety and uncertainty.  Testing at an 
early age is an unnecessary burden and puts pupils‘ emotional health and well being at risk.  At Elloughton we 
strive to teach the children to be skilled, knowledgeable, well-rounded citizens and do our utmost to prepare them 
for life in a rapidly changing society.  I have the privilege of visiting lessons every day; seeing so many children 
keen and enthusiastic, enjoying learning and discovering together, with all our key values being continuingly 
reinforced.  
 
I truly hope that when our Year 6 pupils look back to their childhood years at Elloughton Primary School they will 
remember all the exciting, innovative and memorable learning they did rather than recall sitting in tests trying to 
prove their worth.   
 
Last week we saw the governments‘ major climb down on forced academisation with the Education Minster stating 
that they had listened to the professionals.  Unfortunately despite the repeated concerns about unnecessary 
testing  being very loud and clear ‗speaking & listening ‗on Nicky Morgan‘s end of year report will still say ‗could do 
better!   
 
Do have wonderful weekend.          
     
 

Kind Regards 
Mrs Fulstow 

Dates for your Diary and Events 
 
Tuesday 24th May—EYFS The Deep trip 
Wednesday 8th June—Y6 Thornwick Bay Trip 
Monday 6th June—Science Day 
Thursday 9th June—Bun Day 
Tuesday 17th May—Year 1 Tea Party 
Wednesday 25th May—Pre-loved Uniform Sales 8:45am and 
3:15pm 
Friday 10th & 17th June—Y3 & Y4 to Welton Waters Trip 
w/c Monday 13th June—Year 1 Phonics Screening 
Monday 13th June—Year 5 Cluster Big Sing 
Friday 17th June—FESA Discos 
Monday 20th June—PE Workshop (details to follow) 
Friday 24th June—  Race for Life 
Monday 27th June— KS2 Afternoon Tea 
 

  Tuesday 28th June— KS1 Afternoon Tea 
  Monday 4th July—Y1 & Y2 Little Big Sing 
  Tuesday 5th July—Y6 Leaver‘s Evening 
  Wednesday 6th July— Y3, Y4 & Y5 The Big Sing 
  Friday 8th July— Sports Day & FESA BBQ 
  Wednesday 20th July—  Y6 Leaver‘s Church Service 



House Points  
House point totals to date this half term are: 
 

Andromeda    892  Scorpious   950 
Leo      923  Orion    903 
Virgo     907  Cygnus    904 
 
Well done everyone.  It is fantastic to see so many children motivated and working hard to achieve 
house points each week. 

Perserverance 
 
During the month of May we are focussing on the value of ‘Perseverance’.   
  
We started exploring this value by thinking of Perseverance as ‗not giving up when things get difficult‘ and in assembly 
have reminded the children of the amazing perseverance showed  by Derek Redmond in the 1992 Olympic  games. We 
believe perseverance is one of the keys to success. For our children, we encourage them constantly to try their best, to 
not give up when they find things get difficult and to welcome challenges. We teach them strategies to help them when 
they get stuck and to persevere when things get tough!. 
 
When you hear the life stories of famous scientists, inventors, artists, and visionaries, they always have one trait in 
common: amazing perseverance. Most of them failed repeatedly before they experienced success. However, an internal 
drive for success and a ―never give up‖ attitude defined their life and their work. I‘m sure you‘ve heard many of these 
before: 
 
Oprah Winfrey was fired from her first television job because she was ―unfit for TV.‖ 
 
Jerry Seinfeld was booed off the stage the first time he 
tried to deliver a comedy routine. 
 
The manager of the Grand Old Oprey fired Elvis 
Presley after his first performance, suggesting he ―go 
back to driving a truck.‖  
 
Dr. Seuss was rejected many times before publishers 
accepted his first book. 
 
What made these people get back up and try again? 
Perseverance!  It‘s important to develop  this critical 
trait in our children.   In school  we encourage children 
to talk about their learning and to recognise that when 
they find something challenging, or when they get stuck, 
that they are going through a valuable experience.  We 
remind them that they will overcome that challenge 
and/or make progress in their learning by being able to 
appreciate that when things get tricky.  They can move forwards if they persevere and use strategies they have been 
taught.  

SCORPIOUS 

Lunches 
 

The cost of School lunches will increase 
from September 2016 to £2.40 per day (£12 
per week). We feel this still represents 
excellent value for money and the quality 
of our school meals is consistently very 
high.  Please remember that all school 
meals should be paid for in advance.  Thank 
you. 

 
 

Quiz Team  
Well done to our Semi Finalists Oliver Davison, 

William Tessier, Oliver Griffiths, Isaac Gilbert who 

were amazing ambassadors for our school. After 

winning the Quiz Club heats they travelled to 

Richmond last week to compete against other teams 

from all over the Yorkshire region. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Mrs Hull, our new Clerical Assistant who joins the 
school office team on Monday.  We look forward to working with 
you. 



Twitter 
At Elloughton Primary School we think it is 
important to share all of the wonderful and 
great things that happen in school and 
Twitter is a fantastic way of sharing our 
achievements. See below an extract from a 
recent article about ‗Why you should be a 
tweeting school‘.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
„One of the best aspects of Twitter is its 
ability to share the amazing things that go 
on within a school. Schools are fantastic 
places; centres of knowledge and 
education. When it comes to education I 
always remember a line by the actor Rob 
Lowe playing the role of Sam Seaborn in 
The West Wing where he says: “Education is 
the silver bullet. Education is everything. 
We don‟t need little changes; we need 
gigantic, monumental changes. Schools 
should be palaces…”. In my mind, schools 
are palaces, and they should be sharing the 
amazing things they do with their 
community. One of the most important 
decisions anyone ever makes, as a parent, is 
the one where you choose the school your 
child goes to. As a parent, you entrust that 
school with a significant part of the raising 
of your child. Parents want to know what 
goes on in the school and Twitter is a way 
in which that information can be shared.‟  

Mark Anderson, ICTEvangelist 

  

Malawi  
We are delighted that we’ve 

recently supported a school in 

Embangweni,  Malawi  (http://

www.mwabi-institute.org.uk). Last 

summer we sent some of old 

tables, chairs and cupboards.  At 

Christmas we also sent a small 

donation of £70.94 and recently 

received this email of thanks along with photographs to share with 

pupils.   

‘I trust that you are well.  Please do accept my sincerest gratitude for 
the money the students raised to help starving people in 
Malawi. Please find attached some of the many people who benefited 
from the donation. In all, we realised close to £1,500. Your donation 
was the first to arrive and was such a blessing. The people were very 
much appreciative and I met quite a few during my holiday. Praise 
God for all the help. 
Regards, Wishart Malinga 

 

Year 6  

We hope Year 6 parents enjoyed the task of 
translating the leaflet which came home recently and 
that they managed to decipher what was required for 
the task! 

Year 6 had fun in the teaching kitchen learning to 
make cakes in a mug with Mrs Relph.  Ooh la la! 

Parlez-vous français 

http://www.mwabi-institute.org.uk
http://www.mwabi-institute.org.uk


KS2 Play Equipment  
 
We are immensely grateful to FESA for raising funds to purchase 
equipment for our Key Stage 2 children. This has proved very 
popular and the older children really do love it. Please be aware it is 
not suitable for younger KS1 pupils. 
 
We do not consider it suitable for pupils to go on any of our play 
equipment before or after school unless closely supervised by a 
parent as we can not take any responsibility for pupils out of school 
hours (8.55am – 3.30pm).  
 
When the classroom doors open at 8:40am we expect all of our 
pupils to make their way into school and get ready for the day 
ahead.  Similarly at the end of the day we request everyone to have 
left the playground at 3:45pm so that the Sunset club can have 
access to the outdoor areas.  Thank you for your support and co-
operation. 
 
 

Key Stage 2 Times Table Mastermind 
 

We would like to remind you that this half term will 
see the first ever Times Tables Mastermind 
competition at Elloughton Primary School.  We are 
hoping this can become an annual event that will 
encourage children to learn and practise their 
multiplication facts.  
 
As I am sure you are all aware, our new home 
learning encourages daily practise of times tables 
facts.  This is in line with the National Curriculum 
expectation that all children, by the end of Year 4, 
will be able to recall all multiplication facts up to 
and including 12 x 12.   
 
The heats for the Times Table Mastermind will be 
held during the week commencing Monday 23rd May.  
This will be followed by the Times Table Mastermind 
final on Friday 27th May when the top 4 contestants 
from each year group will compete.  Each child will 
have one minute to answer correctly  as many times 
table questions as they can.  There will be prizes and 
certificates awarded during the final.   
 
Please help and encourage your children to practise 
their times tables to make sure they are ready for 
the Times Tables Mastermind competition. 
 

OFSTED Parent View 
 

Please may we encourage parents to complete the Parent View 
online survey at www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. This is where 
OFSTED gain vital opinions on the school 
before they visit on an inspection.  Whilst 
many of you have completed the school 
questionnaire (results of this will soon be 
published on our website) it would be most 
helpful if you could spare a few minutes to 
do the OFSTED survey as well. 
 
Many thanks for your support. 

School Website 
Mrs Somerset has been working hard with our new provider to  develop our new website and we are 
delighted that the launch of this will be brought forward to after half term.  If you have any 
suggestions as to how our website can be improved and/or information you would like included 
please put your ideas and comments into our Suggestion Box in reception. Thank you. 

Sun Protection 
As the weather continues to 
warm up, please ensure 
that you apply sun screen to 
your child before they come 
to school and that they have 
sun hats with them for 
playtime, lunchtime and 
any outdoor lessons. Water 
bottles are essential for re-
hydration too.  

Pre-Loved Uniform 
 

If you have any uniform which your child has outgrown, please 
consider donating it to school where we can add it to our Pre-
Loved collection. This will then be available to all parents to buy 
from the school office at one of our half termly pre-loved sales.   
 
The next sales are on Wednesday 25th May at 8:45am and 3:15pm 

Année 3 et 4 nouvelles  

Year 3 are progressing nicely with their swimming 
lessons.  They have been going to Haltemprice 

Leisure Centre on Thursday mornings.  The children 
have been fantastic ambassadors for our school and 
were praised yesterday by a member of the public 
for their excellent behaviour and manners.  Year 4 
have been working on a French café project.  They 
have designed menus and products for their cafes.  
In addition to this they are going to produce an I-

movie to advertise their project.   

Passez un bon week-end. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi92LnM4czMAhUJPRoKHWbzDscQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentview.ofsted.gov.uk%2F&psig=AFQjCNEy-9VqLolPZMIE80lgUqGZCtA7zw&ust=1462875377679976
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpreviews.123rf.com%2Fimages%2Fclairev%2Fclairev1012%2Fclairev101200005%2F8433508-Happy-Sun-with-sunglasses-Stock-Vector-sun-cartoon-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fstock-photo%2Fsun_


Year 2 Explorers 
 
This term Year 2 are comparing 
Elloughton to two very different 
islands – Greenland and 
Madagascar. Each day we are 
recording what the weather is like 
in all three places. Did you know 
on 5th May Elloughton was five 
degrees hotter than Madagascar? 
 
So far we have been finding out 
what Madagascar is like. Its 
capital city is Antananarivo, it 
only has two seasons and the 
national sport is rugby!  We have 
also been learning about the 
baobab 

tree and the lemurs that are 
native to the country.  
 
We are looking forward to 
finding out about Greenland 
soon!  

EYFS and the ‘Doyouthinktheysaurus’ 

The children have enjoyed another busy week. The 
highlight of the week was our adventure yesterday when 
we walked to Mrs Thompson‘s house. Most of our 
dinosaurs had disappeared overnight and we went on a 
dinosaur hunt as they had ended up in Mrs Thompson‘s 
garden! There was great excitement as the children 
searched the garden as they hunted for dinosaurs. We 
enjoyed a drink, choc ice and a story before we returned 
to school. 

Elloughton Entrepreneurs 

Now that Year 6 have finished their SATs they are going to try their hand 
at becoming entrepreneurs.  They are taking part in the Virgin Money 
Fiver Challenge where they will borrow £5 each which they then have to 
grow into a larger amount through running a business.  The next two 
weeks will see the children researching, planning and running business 
ventures in small teams.  They will hold an afternoon event at school for 
parents to attend where there will be a range of stalls and activities to 
take part in.  As well as this the children will run stalls and activities on 
the playground for the other children to join in with. 

There will be plenty of advertisements around school and on Twitter in 
the coming week and if you would like your child to take part in the 

events or buy some treats we would very much like it if you could send them with loose change on Wednesday 25th 
May.  Most activities will cost between 25p and 75p. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

Special Lunch 
 

Thursday 19th May 2016 
 

Chicken Nuggets or Veggie balls (V)  
 
 

Served with chunky chips and ketchup and baked 
beans/sweetcorn 

The sandwich option will also be available 
 

Followed by  
Assorted Iced Doughnuts 

or Fruit or Assorted Yogurts. 

No Nuts Please 
 

Please remember not to send any 
nuts or foods containing nuts in to 
school.  We have children in school 
who have severe nut allergies and 

even small traces of nut can be 
dangerous.  Thank you 

PE Kit 
Our indoor PE kit is plain red shorts and a white Elloughton 
Primary School logo‘d T-shirt. 
  
We are now introducing an outdoor PE kit for Year 1 to Year 
6, so the children look equally as sporty when outdoors and 
take a pride in their appearance. We would  like  all our 
pupils to have the following by September in preparation for 
the new school year. 
 
Elloughton Primary School logo‘d outdoor PE Top or plain red 
or plain black fleece—no markings, logos, stripes etc. 
Plain Black Tracksuit Trousers or Jogging Bottoms—no 
markings, stripes or logos and no 
leggings, skins etc. 
 
PE tops can be purchased from our 
uniform supplier via our school 
website 
www.elloughtonprimary.co.uk 
at a cost of £4 for the indoor top and 
£18 for the outdoor top.  They also 
sell black jogging bottoms for £7.50.  
We will shortly have a sample on 
display for parents to see. 


