
A Word From The Headteacher 
 
The last two weeks have certainly been busy with all our festive events and activities. The afternoon 
teas, Christmas lunch, the nativity, Carol singing, the Christmas services, decorating the tree at 
Ellerker Lodge, launching Viking FM‟s Mission Christmas Appeal and the Christmas parties have all 
helped to make the end of term enjoyable for everyone. Thanks to all who have supported these 
events. 

As always it has been a real pleasure visiting classes and seeing children excited by their learning.  
There have been many  highlights this week, the first being the arrival of the Polar Express in EYFS. What excitement that 
caused as the engine driver stoked the fire and rang the bell! All our younger children had a visit from Santa.  The Summer 
House was once again transformed into his grotto and Mrs Churchill was an exceptionally good elf.  The children excitedly 
heard who was on Santa‟s  good list and loved sharing their Christmas wishes!  Our EYFS children performed „Away in a 
Manager‟ school nativity, delighting parents and grandparents with their retelling of the Christmas story.  Year 2 have been 
inspired to write after reading „The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark‟ and created owl pictures in the style of Henri Matisse. 
Year 5 completing their lunar buggies and visited the National Space Centre, Year 1 took a trip to the theatre to see 
Cinderella and Year 3/4 have made wooden mazes as part of their work on Ancient Greece.  There has been a real buzz of 
excitement around school.  

A strength of our school is how staff endeavour to enrich our curriculum, ensuring learning is placed in context, is  exciting 
and engaging, whilst also being relevant to the world in which we live. In our ever changing world can we ever predict what 
our society and community will look like when our youngest pupils leave school? At Elloughton we try to ensure our children 
receive a broad, balance curriculum, enriched with opportunities for the development  of skills and knowledge that they will 
need to succeed.  It‟s great we are continually instilling our core values. Each and every day I see evidence of 
independence, respect, perseverance, teamwork, ambition, confidence, integrity, resilience both in lessons and around 
school. I‟m honoured and privileged to see so many great achievements every day.  

Once again I would like to thank you all for your support this term. As always I have appreciated the informal and formal 
chats, emails, telephone calls and words of support as together we can achieve so much. It‟s been wonderful to hear from 
parents who are new to the school about how well their chid has settled and comments such as „We have nothing but praise 
for the school‟  and „I‟m so proud to say my daughter attends your school‟ really mean so much. We really do appreciate 
your support.   

So here‟s to a great Christmas. I do hope you all have a wonderful, relaxing holiday and look forward to welcoming you back 
in the new year.  

Kind  Regards 

Mission Christmas Appeal 
 
 
Well done to all our Christmas pudding design winners who 
visited Ellerker Lodge to meet presenters from Viking FM 
to launch their Mission Christmas Appeal. The children 
were a real credit to our school. They helped to erect the 
Christmas tree, decorating it with lights and baubles with 
our Christmas wishes written on them.  There were some 
very heartfelt wishes made. 
They made a table  
decoration and were treated 
to special Christmas biscuits. 
The children then did an  
impromptu rendition of „A 
Starry night‟ receiving a 
rousing applause from the 
customers in the cafe. 
  
Many thanks to you all for 
your kind donations for the 
Christmas appeal. We have 
been overwhelmed by your 
kindness and generosity. 
Thanks for your amazing 
support.  
 

 

 

Cauliflower Cards 

By now everyone who ordered will have received their 
orders.  Thank you for supporting this initiative, we have 
had some very positive feedback.  FESA would like to thank 
everyone who ordered and are delighted to announce that 
the orders raised a whopping £ 532.75 which will go 
towards their next purchases for the school. 

Festive Afternoon Teas 

Thanks to all who attended and 
for FESA for organising the 
refreshments. It was lovely to 
hear the children singing and 
spreading festive cheer. 

December 16th 2016 

Poppy Appeal 

We are delighted that we have raised £297.83 by selling            

remembrance poppies and accessories to children and staff. 

Thank you to all those who supported this worthy cause. 



Year 3/4 - Fire blazers 
 
Last week, Mrs Fitzpatrick and Mrs Shaw‟s class enjoyed learning how to make a fire. 'It was great to learn 
how to be safe around fires' said Tilly.  The children scavenged the outside area for wood. They then set to 
the potato peeler challenge creating a pile of dry kindling removing the wet bark first. Fortunately we had 
some dry sticks in the outdoor look out to add on the fire later. Adam was our star fire starter creating sparks 
with a steel and flint using the fire lighting skills he learnt at Welton Waters last term. Children added   
kindling and sticks to the fire. Eventually, with the odd puff from Mrs Fitzpatrick,  the fire was roaring. 'We 
learnt how gently blowing into the fire, feeds it with oxygen' said Matthew.  Finally, we were rewarded by 
being able to light our Divas using a flame from the fire. 'We liked to see the 
Divas lit because they looked even more beautiful ' said Zaki and 
Aaliyah.  Then, in the true spirit of Christmas, the children sang Christmas 
carols with the reflection of the flames lighting up their faces. A magical 
moment.  

Year 2 - PE Coaching Sessions 

This half term the Year 2s have been lucky enough to have received PE coaching funded by the sports premium and 
delivered by Ed who works for the Tigers Trust.  

The children have thoroughly enjoyed these sessions and every child has participated enthusiastically. They have been 
learning skills such as spatial awareness, working as a team, games tactics, defending and attacking to name but a few. 
In all sessions the children have been active from the minute Ed says „Go‟ until the end of the session. Their awareness 
of games skills and games play has improved tremendously as has their ability to anticipate opponents‟ moves and their 
ability to make tactical decisions.  The children were sorry to say goodbye to Ed on Tuesday, but next half term we will 
be receiving rugby league coaching from The Hull FC Sky Try Programme for six weeks.  

 

  

 

 

 

Plea from the Neighbours 

We have received a call from one of our neighbours asking us to request 
that parents refrain from parking across driveways and on the yellow zig 
zag lines.  Yellow zig zag lines are located outside the entrances to 
inform motorists that this area must be kept clear from waiting or 
parking. This offers children and parents a clear view of the road when 
crossing as no cars should be parked in these areas. Please help to keep 
our children safe. Thank you for your support. 

Thank you  

The church at Elloughton have asked us to 
pass on their heartfelt thanks to all those 
who donated money at the church service.  
They raised £66.10 for selling refreshments 

and the money will go 
to  Tiny Footsteps 

Playgroup in Brough. 



House Points 
 
Here‟s the final scores at the 
end of term.  Well done to Virgo 
our league champions this term!      
                               

Jarbola  

A huge thank you from all of the 
Year 1 children for helping 
support this year first Jarbola.   
We had 108 jars of treats kindly 
donated and raised over £100 at 
the Christmas Fayre.  Thank you 
to all those who kindly filled a 
jar and visited our stall.   

We look forward to continuing 
this event next year.   

Full Marks - 100%! 

110 children have received 100% attendance this term.  They received 
a100% Attendance Certificate today and a swim voucher as a result for  
being in school every single day this term. Well done! 

Spelling Matters 

This term we have had a whole school focus on improving spelling. Changes to the way 
we teach spelling have been put in place and we are already seeing some improvement 
in the children's application of spellings in their work.  

Throughout school, all children have daily spelling / phonics lessons where new 
spelling patterns and sounds are taught, practised and applied in context. The        
expectation is that children use and apply this knowledge and these skills in their  
written work.  

From January, we will be changing the way we assess spelling, again with the aim to 
improve spelling application. We will be moving away from the traditional method of 
testing a formal list. Instead, the children will be doing regular activities that will   
assess the retention of a spelling pattern or rule and the application of this.  

We still very much value your support and will continue to send home information each 
week about the spelling pattern that is being taught in school and an example of it 
within words. We will also include a couple of words from the year group specific 
'common exception words' or „challenge words‟. These are words which do not follow a 
pattern and have to be learnt by memory. Please help your child to investigate and 
learn the given spelling pattern as well as learn their challenge words.  

We would appreciate it if KS1 children could be encouraged to write their spellings in 
sentences in their planners, and if KS2 children could initial the spelling column in 
their planners each time a spelling activity is completed. If possible encourage your 
child to work on their spellings 3 or 4 times a week for a short period of time. „Little 
and often‟ is better than one long session. There are a range of suggested home 
spelling activities/ games on the school website (see Year Group pages). 

Thank you for your support and 'Happy Spelling'.  

EYFS - All aboard the Polar Express!  
 
Wow what a fantastic and busy end to an amazing term in EYFS! We are so proud of all our children for their 
performance at the church service and especially in our nativity, “Away in a Manger”.  
 
This week the children have also been on a magical journey with the Polar Express. The children have been 
captivated by the story and we have been extremely fortunate that one of our parents kindly donated a 
homemade masterpiece of a Polar Express. The children have been enthralled by the story and have role played 
being the driver, conductor and passenger on board our Polar Express train. They have been busy creating their 
own tickets, labels for the train and even their own Polar Express train using our construction materials. Our 
week ended with our very own Polar Express day with the children dressed in their pyjamas and got to enjoy the 
film along with popcorn and hot chocolate. A memorable end to the term! 

Virgo 38  

Scorpius 32 

Cygnus 24 

Leo 22 

Andromeda  18 

Orion  15 



Photography at School Events 
 

At school events e.g. performances, church services, we usually allow parents to take photographs providing the 
photographs/videos are for parent‟s own personal use and that photographs/film footage containing other children are 
not put on any social media/networking sites. 
  
In some year groups some parents do not wish their child to be photographed and for 
children who are adopted or in foster care (Children Looked After) we are unable to 
allow photographs to be taken for safeguarding reasons. Very often the birth parents 
are not allowed access to their child and do not have knowledge of their whereabouts. 
Understandably  if photographs are inadvertently put into the public domain e.g. via 
social media, then potentially a child‟s safety could potentially be compromised.  
Whilst we appreciate how disappointing this may be for some parents being unable to 
take photographs to capture „the moment‟ as their child performs it is important for the 
school to take such safeguarding precautions. Where possible we are more than happy 
as a school to take photographs of events ourselves and provide you with a copy.  
 
                   We thank you for your support and understanding in the matter. 

Year 1 - Party time 
 & a very special visit!  Ho Ho Ho 

 
On Tuesday all the children in EYFS and KS1 
enjoyed a fun filled party afternoon with a 
special visit from two magical visitors.    
 
An Enchanted Elf and Father Christmas 
arrived in the summer (winter!?) house and 
treated us to a wonderful story.  Father 
Christmas was delighted to inform us that all 
the children have been very good this year 
and are on his good list.  However, Mrs 
Stillings and Mrs Fulstow are currently on his 
not-so-good list.  Let‟s hope by Christmas Eve 
they have made it onto his good list!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh no you’re not!  Oh yes you are!  
 
On Thursday we all  
went on a magical 
trip to watch 
Cinderella Aladdin 
at the KC 
Lightstream 
stadium.   
It was a fantastic 
pantomime and the 
children loved 
every minute of it.   

Carol Singing at Westerlands  

It was an absolute pleasure to take a group of 
Year 3/4 pupils to sing at Westerland Nursing 
home. The children sang beautifully and the         
residents were really truly delighted by their 
performance. One elderly gentlemen proceeded 
to tell the children about his own school days  
and how his singing lessons used to last all day 
long! The children      

listened intently as he regaled memories of his 
youth. It was so lovely for our children to     
entertain them and hopefully spread some 
Christmas cheer. 

 

Year 3 and 4  - Greek Labyrinths 

“This week, we have been learning about Greek labyrinths. We designed 
our own Greek mazes on squared paper, then we cut the pieces of paper 
out to use as a template for cutting our 
wood. Next, we slowly measured each 
piece of wood for our maze and used a 
saw to cut it out. After that we spread 
glue onto the wood and stuck it onto 
some black card, using our design to 
help us. The teachers helped us by 
spraying them gold because they 
looked so good! Finally we used a ball 
bearing in our mazes to see if they 
worked.” by Samantha and Zak.  

 GATES 3.30 

We have been asked by some of the parents whether it would be 
possible to keep the pedestrian gates onto the playground, once 
unlocked, closed due to concerns around the safety of younger siblings.   

Unfortunately we don‟t consider this practical with so many parents and 
children trying to access and then exit the playground. The design of the 
gate with the top latch does not lend itself to be continually opened and 
closed and some pupils who walk home alone would be unable to open 
the gate. Our priority is to supervise our pupils and ensure they leave 
safely.  Therefore it is important for parents 
to fully supervise toddlers and babies at all 
times and take full responsibility. Children 
should only use the play equipment if fully 
supervised by an adult as we cannot take 
responsibility for any accident/injury. 

NB: The Pick up Sticks is designed for KS2 and 
not considered safe for younger pupils. 

  Games and puzzles wanted 
 
Year 2 are in need of some games and 
jigsaws. When you are making room for new 
toys and games that Father Christmas has 
brought, if you find any jigsaws or games that 
are no longer played with or children have 
grown out of, please could we have them? At 
the moment we love puzzles with up to 100 
pieces and any sort of board or card game.  
Thank you so much!  



School Uniform 
 

Please can we ask that as you wash 
your children‟s uniform in the school 
holidays you check that their names 
are still visible.  We still have lots of 
unclaimed items that we simply 
cannot return to children as there 
are no names in the clothing. 

Year 6 - Young Leaders in Training 
 
“On Wednesday the 7th December, Year 6 
took part in their first aspect of Young 
Leaders training. They learnt the first 
important letter of STEP ( which is the four 
most important rules to Young Leader 
Training )... Space. First they challenged 
them with the task of playing “Chain Tig” in 
a small area of space. Secondly, they did it in 
a bigger area of space. Then they were asked 
“which game of Tig was best?” they all said 
that the amount of space was either too big 
or too small. You have to get the correct 
amount of space ratio to the correct amount 
of people in the game you are playing or the 
game will not be as fun to play and teach. 
Everyone really enjoyed the training and we 
are looking forward to the next step of it.”  
By journalists Oliver and William G 
 

Tasty Tuck  - Reminder 

Our exciting new Tasty Tuck shop will be opening on Friday 6th January 
2017 in the school teaching kitchen for the sale of healthy snacks! It will 
be open at morning break time for all children to enjoy during play 
time.  The School Council will be in charge of selling:  

Warm bagels 

Crackers and cheese 

Packets of raisins 

Apples 

Milk shakes  

                                                                       Just 30p per item! 

                                                                             Every Friday 

Christmas Puddings  

They have arrived and look fabulous so we hope you enjoy them on Christmas day. The 
sales of the puddings have raised £167.50 for Friends of Elloughton School Association.   

Thank you for your support. 

At long last we have finally received the exciting news we have been awaiting for the 
Local Education Authority has approved our new Nursery.  We will open in April 2017 
and we welcome applications and expressions of interest for places from now.  All the 
information can be found on the school website:  

http://www.elloughtonprimaryschool.co.uk/our-nursery.html 

Application forms and expressions of interest forms can be downloaded from the site 
and returned to the school office.  Please ensure you send a copy of the child‟s birth 
certificate. 

Elloughton Nursery - Opening April 2017 
School Bags 

Following consultations with 
parents we are pleased to 
announce that CS Enterprises 
have new items now available 
to order. NB The drawstring 
bag is bigger and fits more in! 
If you wish to purchase any, 
please log on direct to: 

    https://csenterprises.co.uk/ 

          Recycling reminder 
 

Please remember we are still collecting used 
pens, biros, felt tips and highlighter pens.  We 
also collect used ink cartridges but NOT EPSON 
or LARGE TONERS.  These items are collected in 
our recycling shed in the playground and then 
sent away to Terracycle and Empties Please who 
in turn send us money for our rubbish. 
 
Thank you for all your contributions this year.  

http://www.elloughtonprimaryschool.co.uk/our-nursery.html
https://csenterprises.co.uk/
https://csenterprises.co.uk/


Year 5 - Lunar Buggies 
 
Year 5 have been making lunar buggies for their space theme. They got a car making kit and had the challenge of making 
it like a lunar buggy that will go into space. They have had lots of fun making them but the challenging bit was if one 
thing went wrong it could set on fire. They have used batteries, motors, wires and a switch. 
 
“The switch was the hardest part but the wheels were hard too. To stick it together we used double sided sticky 
tape.”  Beth.  
“The motor is for making the wheels go round.”  Ella  & Lucy “When it was working it was amazing.” 
“The big batteries are heavy and that makes it go slower and the smaller batteries were light so the lunar buggies went 
faster.” Mia 
“The batteries we used had less life but were lighter than most batteries. The little cogs were the hardest. A lot of them 
were worn out and they come off easily. The harder part was the circuits.” Grace.  
“The instructions are too hard to use so I am improvising. That is harder than using 
the instructions; the wires and putting the buggy together were the hardest part.” 
Aaron.   

Thank you to everyone who supported our 
pre-loved uniform sales which raised a 
magnificent £47.20 for FESA this week. Look 
out for our next sale on Wednesday 15th 
February 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Post Elves  

A big well done to our Christmas post elves who have done a wonderful 
job delivering all the Christmas cards. 

Thank you to Ruby Cawthorne (chief Elf) and Ben Redman, Lilia 
Parsonage and Sienna Lauterbach for being 
amazingly helpful elves. 

Nativity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Just a quick note to say how fantastic the play was this 
afternoon, I loved every minute and I can't imagine how 
much time and patience it takes getting 37 four and five 
year olds to stay as focused as they were and perform 
lines and singing so brilliantly. 

So thank you (and please pass to all the other EYFS staff ) for your hard work. It's 
become a reception tradition at Elloughton and as parents one we treasure.”              
Mrs Redman via E-mail 

School Council Elections 

In the new year we will be 
hosting School Council 
elections and children who 
would like to represent their 
class are invited to tell us 
why they think they would 
make an excellent member of 
the School Council. All the 
children will have an 
opportunity to vote for the 
children they believe will 
represent them well. Please 
encourage your child to have 
a go. All entries need to be 
given and/or sent to Mrs 
Fulstow by 20th January.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 4th January          Back to school 
 
Monday 9th January              Young Voices 
 
Thursday 12th January          Mini Readers re-starts 
 
Monday 16th January            Year 6 SATs Parent‟s Evening 
 
Tuesday 24th &  
Thursday 26th January           Parent‟s Evening 
 
Friday 3rd February              FESA Quiz Night 
 
Tuesday 7th February           Safer Internet Day 
                                            E-Safety for Parents 3:45pm - 4.45pm  
 
Wednesday 15th February     Pre-loved Uniform sale 
                                            Last day at school 
 
Friday 17th February             House Sing Off 
 
Monday 27th February           Back to school 
                                            Year 6 - East Barmby Residential Trip 

                                             

Handwriting 

This term in English there has been a whole school initiative to improve handwriting and presentation.  Our policy has 
been amended and updated, as has our approach to teaching letter formation and joins. A copy of the policy and an 
example of the letters and joins will shortly be placed on the school website.  

Our aim is to make clear, neat, joined up writing achievable for all children.  

We have started with the basics by insisting the children sit correctly whenever they engage in written work, and in 
school you will hear members of staff reminding the children of this with phrases such as „BBC‟ (back, bottom, chair) 
and TNT (tummy near table) . We have also been insisting on children holding their pencil correctly – the pencil is held 
between the thumb and the index finger and rests on the middle finger. The little finger and ring finger stay out of the 
way curled into the palm of the hand. A lot of children who do not naturally hold their pencil in this way have found this 
tricky and have complained that they can‟t possibly write like this! However, with perseverance, the majority of our 
children have now adopted the correct pencil grip which makes the fine control and manipulation of the pencil easier, 
and thus neater handwriting. 

We have also introduced special writing books with 4 printed lines in to help children to get the size of letters correct. 
The children love these books. When talking about what helped him in English, one Year 6 boy said the writing books and 
the new handwriting. A group of Year 4 children said they love the new handwriting and were proud to show their neat 
work.  

A ten minute handwriting lesson takes place in every class from Year 1-6 daily, with staff insisting the letters and joins 
practised are formed correctly in written work. EYFS are also working towards the same goals and their „pencil control‟ 
display shows how the children are working hard to get that grip right. They also have paper with the 4 lines on to 
support their letter formation and are working hard in all areas of provision to practise writing the letter shapes. 

Already the standard and presentation of writing in books has improved and we hope will continue to improve as the 
children move on to using line guides and eventually 2-lined books.  

If you have any questions please ask your child‟s class teacher or Miss Partridge (English Leader).  


