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27th September 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Covid Protocols 
 

We’re just sending you our quick reference guide for Covid-related absences. This has been drawn 

up in accordance with Department for Education advice for schools. You will see from the document 

that, at present, pupils may come to school even if a member of their household has tested positive 

for coronavirus, providing that they have no symptoms and continue to test negative on lateral flow 

tests.  

If we have several cases of transmission between children and/or staff; we will be obliged to liaise 

with the local Health Protection Team (HPT) and be required to reintroduce more stringent measures, 

such as sending home the close contacts of positive cases. Therefore, in order to avoid unnecessary 

disruption to school, I would kindly ask all parents to remain vigilant.  

Covid symptoms 

Since the start of the pandemic, the government has listed the following three symptoms of Covid: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

However, there is now a great deal of evidence to suggest that parents should be alert to the 

following additional symptoms of Covid: 

• headache 

• runny nose 

• general aches 

• sore throat 

• abdominal pain 

• nausea, D&V 

• a change in appetite 
 

Once again, I thank you for your patience and understanding in these challenging times. Our 
overriding priority remains the care of all our school community and we continue to do our utmost to 
manage the risks. Everyone, every day, has to manage risk in their own lives to protect themselves 
and their loved ones. This remains the reality of life now and will remain so for the foreseeable future.  

As always, keep safe and well. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Fulstow 

Headteacher 
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Quick reference guidance for absences related to Coronavirus (COVID-19) September 2021 
 

What to do if…  Action needed  Return to school when… 

… my child has possible 
coronavirus symptoms. 

∙ Do not come to school  

∙ Contact school daily  

∙ Self-isolate  

∙ Get a PCR test  

∙ Inform school immediately about the  test 
result 

… the test comes back negative or 
after a 10-day period of self 
isolation. 

… my child tests positive for 
coronavirus. 

∙ Do not come to school  

∙ Contact school regularly  

∙ Self-isolate for at least 10 days  

∙ Inform school about the test result 

… they feel better. Pupils can return 
to school after 10 days even if they 
have a cough or loss of  smell/taste, 

if they feel well   

enough and do not have a   

temperature. Symptoms can last  
for several weeks once the  
infection is gone. 

… someone in my   

household has possible 
coronavirus symptoms. 

Pupils do not need to self-isolate if they  fall 

into one of the following groups:  

  ∙ they are below the age of 18 years  and     
6 months  

  ∙ they have taken part in or are currently part of 
an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial  

  ∙ they are not able to get vaccinated  for 
medical reasons. 

… immediately. The pupil can 
continue to attend school unless  
they develop symptoms and  
providing they continue to return  
negative lateral flow tests. 

… someone in my   

household has tested  positive 
for coronavirus. 

Pupils do not need to self-isolate if they  fall 

into one of the following groups: 

 ∙ they are fully vaccinated  

 ∙ they are below the age of 18 years  and 6 
months  

 ∙ they have taken part in or are currently part of 
an approved  COVID-19 vaccine trial  

 ∙ they are not able to get vaccinated  for 
medical reasons 

… immediately. The pupil can 
continue to attend school unless 
they develop symptoms and 

providing they continue to return  
negative lateral flow tests. 

… my child has travelled  and 

has to self-isolate as  part of a 
period of   

quarantine. 

∙ Do not come to school  

∙ Contact school regularly  

∙ Self-isolate for 10 days 

… the quarantine period of 10 days  

has been completed without  
symptoms. 

… NHS test and trace  have 
identified my child  as a ‘close 
contact’ of  someone with 
symptoms  or confirmed   

coronavirus. 

∙ Follow the advice from NHS test and  trace. 
This may involve taking one or  more PCR 
tests. 

… advised by NHS test and trace 


