
Word from the Headteacher 
 
The Summer term has now begun but not as any of us could ever have imagined! During the first two weeks of 

lockdown many of you, including staff, had to very quickly establish new routines and new ways of working. There was 

a sudden realisation that things we normally take for granted could no longer happen. Then came the Easter holiday 

when the pressure of home schooling was hopefully reduced and the good weather helped to lift spirits. Here we are 

now still in full lockdown with the faint glimmer of hope that schools will re-open at some point but not in the way 

they normally operate.  Sadly no one can wave a magic wand, make all this go away and allow ‘normal’ life to resume. 

 

I know many of you have found the recent times challenging especially those who are working from home, or have 

younger siblings or vulnerable relatives to care for. After talking to several parents some of the worries out there 

include :  

• It’s hard to get my child to concentrate. 

• I don’t understand the new way of teaching maths. 

• I don’t know what a affronted adverbial is. 

• I am letting my child down. 

• I’m not a teacher. 

• My child is going to get behind. 

• My child will be at a disadvantage when school re-opens. 

 

..but ultimately none of these things are worth worrying about.  

 

It’s great that so many of you want you to encourage your child to work and to support where you can but try to avoid 

battles over school work. If your child is refusing to work, just let the teacher know. We know every generation thinks 

that maths has changed since the previous one. Your methods may be different to your child’s. Yet maths is still the 

same subject; numbers haven’t changed for thousands of years. Get your child to explain it to you; they like being the 

teacher, and if you need to, email the teacher for further guidance.  

 

Right now your main priority is to keep your family safe. Maintaining  a sense of positivity will help your child far more 

in the long term than completing an extra comprehension activity. All of us will have a new perspective on life which 

will serve our children well in the future. Nobody must think they are doing it wrong or worse than everyone else. 

Some families will have timetables which are working brilliantly; some will have a chat at bedtime to agree the 

schedule for the next day. Others will take it step by step taking into account the mood of the moment. All of these, 

and the scenarios in between, are equally valuable.  

 

It’s impossible to replicate school in the home. Trust me, many teachers out there are also finding it difficult to 

“teach” their child at home and they share the challenges you face. Your child will not be disadvantaged by a lesson 

missed or something mis-taught. Each year in school we build on the children’s understanding. Invariably children 

forget things and we need to go back a step to move forward two. That is so often 

the case and it will be exactly the same when we eventually return to normality.  

 

Home learning is an opportunity to keep the children interested, alert and engaged. 

Allow your child some choice in what they learn. Try not to let this time pass you by. 

Your children will never get this time back to explore their capabilities, try new 

skills and keep being curious! 

 
Take care and stay safe. Warmest wishes. 
 

Mrs Fulstow        

1st May 2020 



Home Learning  

We hope you are finding the work set by the teachers useful and 
you are able to have an appropriate balance of screen time and 
practical tasks. We are continually reviewing our tasks and 
selecting activities from some of the online resources available 
in order to assist you.   

Teachers are giving regular feedback to those who upload their 
work onto Tapestry or Class Dojo, send work via email or use 
Google Drive (Y5/6 only) 

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher (via email 
or Class Dojo) for any support or guidance you may need. 

The following advice has just been published by the Department 
for Education, which parents/carers may also like to look at.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
guidance-on-supporting-children-and- young-peoples-mental-
health-and-wellbeing?utm_source=fa3d37ff-b04e-4a75-b247- 
6fc3a89d94b0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=immediate 

16 Everyday Activities That Count as Learning 

If you find yourself frustrated trying to keep up 
with the school home learning packs, video 
chats, and virtual office hours, take a deep 
breath and a step back. Official school activities 
are important, but there are plenty of everyday 
activities that count as learning too. These kinds 
of activities have their limits (children aren’t 
going to learn calculus from cooking dinner), but 
overall, you can feel good about children 
furthering their learning through these at-home 
activities. 

https://www.weareteachers.com/everyday-
activities-that-count-as-learning/ 

• Cooking and baking 

• Meal planning 

• Budgeting 

•Checking the weather forecast 

• Building with LEGO 

• Playing card games 

• Playing board games 

• Doing puzzles 

• Imaginative play 

• Listening to music 

• Reading 

• Colouring, drawing, painting 

• Listening to podcasts or audio books 

• Writing letters or emails 

• Taking a walk 

• Cleaning and doing chores 

Zoom Catch ups 

The Zoom sessions have been welcomed by parents. 
Please can parents refrain from taking screen shots 
whilst the session is taking place. 

The Zoom call was really fun and I cannot wait to 
do it again next week. Lily 

Looking forward to seeing everyone again. Sophie  

Preet enjoyed seeing you and some friendly faces   
during the zoom meeting. Mrs Shoker 

Thank you for keeping in touch. Annabelle loves     
your weekly meetings. 

Anneli enjoyed speaking to you and seeing her        
friends. She would love to do it again. 
 
Thank you for organising the zoom call today 
Matilda loved it! 
 
The zoom chat was so lovely, thank you for 
organising it. It was so nice for the children to see 
their friends! 
 

That was so lovely. Finn 
loves seeing everyone. 
Thank you. 

Stay Safe – Fun Video 

We all do miss having the children in school and we look 
forward to a time when we can be back together. We hope 
you enjoyed the fun video staff made during the Easter 
holidays. Mrs Fulstow was only dressed as a chicken 
momentarily on Easter Sunday so she could say hello to you 
all. That’s not her normal weekend attire! Thank you for the 
many lovely comments. All very much appreciated. 

Amazing video guys – all the Whittles crew loved it, thanks! 

That was brilliant. What a great thing to do, Charlie loved 
it! 

That was fantastic, you are all amazing, we loved it. Made 
us all laugh (and there were a few tears shed). Thank you so 
much.  

Lovely video, it brought tears to our eyes. Glad you are all 
well. 

Oh thank you so much for that! Emily loved it and says she 
misses you all.  

Lucy chuckled the whole time and loved seeing everyone.  

Fantastic. Seb and Gracie loved seeing you all. 
Thank you so much. Stay safe. 

You are all amazing (and a little crazy). The 
kids totally loved it! 

A virtual welcome 

Since Easter we have virtually welcomed three new children. 
Max and Daisy into Year 1 and Charlotte into Year 4. We hope 
they all soon settle into Elloughton albeit from a distance right 
now. I know all the children and staff will make a huge effort to 
make you feel welcome when we return.  



From All The Teachers On Planet Earth 

Online Quizzes 

Quiz Club runs the country’s largest Inter-School 
Championships with children from across the 
country taking part in their exciting quiz 
competitions. 

In response to the closure of UK schools, they are 
offering a variety of live online quizzes which 
pupils can take part in from 
their own homes.  

More details can be found on 
Class Dojo. Competition 

Calling all kids! John Lewis and 
Waitrose need your help 
designing a superhero-themed 
bear to grace their shelves this 
Christmas. All proceeds will go 
to the NHS in support of all 
their incredible work. 
 
The competition launches Feel Good Friday from Waitrose & 
Partners and John Lewis & Partners to help bring the nation 
together for good. 
 
From mindfulness and cookery classes to arts and crafts, they’ll 
be working with Partners, celebrity experts, charities and the 
NHS to support the nation through it all. 

To enter, simply draw, sketch and design your SuperBear using 
the template which is available to download here: https://
jland.partners/FeelGoodFriday. Be as creative as you like. 
 
Then share your designs by email to 
designyoursuperbear@johnlewis.co.uk by 5pm on Friday 8th May 
2020. 
 
Full details: https://jland.partners/FeelGoodFriday  

 

10 Minute Shake Up 

@Change4Life and @Disney 
have teamed up to bring you 
new Shake Up games. These 
10-minute games will get your 
kids moving and count 
towards the 60 active minutes 
they need every day. 

https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups  

Sun Protection 

For those children in 
school please apply sun 
cream before coming to 
school on warm sunny 
days. If necessary make 
sure they have suncream 
in their bag to reapply 
later in the day. Sunhats 
and water bottles are 
also needed.   

 



What if???  
 
A colleague saw this on Facebook written by a headteacher and we thought it was worthwhile to share.  
 
What if???  
 
If they cancel the rest of the school year, students would miss 2.5 months of education. Many people are concerned 
about students falling behind because of this. Yes, they may fall behind when it comes to classroom education... 
 
But what if... 
 
 


