
Word from the Headteacher 
 
I hope you’ve all had a peaceful and relaxing Christmas, all of which now seems a distant memory. Sadly we’ve not 
been able to welcome everyone back into school so this was not quite the start to 2021 I was expecting. 
  
Thank you for everyone’s patience and understanding as we put into action plans for both in-school provision and 
home learning.  I really appreciate parents taking the time to consider their own family circumstances and 
endeavouring to keep their children at home as much as possible to reduce the number of pupils in school.  
 
I’d like to thank all colleagues for their professionalism,  
dedication and diligence to do as much as they can to support 
all our families. Little did we know as we embarked on a new 
term that we would need a recording studio in school and that 
staff would become instant YouTubers overnight! 
  
I’m hoping that there is light at the end of this long, dark 
tunnel – with the roll-out of the vaccination programme, more 
testing and improved treatments. I know that there are still 
tough times ahead but I have every confidence in our ability 
to deal with the challenges we will face, doing the best we 
can for all our pupils by working together.  Once again your 
children have been amazing adapting to the latest changes 
and engaging enthusiastically with work both at home and in 
school. 
 
Since the previous lockdown, we have been on a steep 
learning curve developing our offer of Home Learning  as a 
result of valuable feedback from you as parents. This time we 
have the same curriculum for children at home as for those in 
school with daily suggested activities on Class Dojo or Google 
Classroom and supporting videos and resources.   We’re 
striving to develop the connection between school and home 
as well as reduce the risk of the children losing what they 
learnt last term. However it is important to remember : 
  
 
 • First and foremost we all need to survive, physically and mentally, this pandemic. 

 • Many of the children caught up most of their missed learning last term-so we are confident that we can  

   catch them up again. 

 • There is much more to child development than academic attainment and improving ones knowledge. 

 

  
None of these are an excuse for us not to help children continue their learning during lockdown, or to allow the 
children to stop working during the next few weeks. But we all need to strike a balance. Our home learning 
activities are there to support you and your child, however if you don’t log on every day, your child is not enjoying 
an activity, or they don’t fit with your work schedule then please don’t worry. We fully understand the pressures 
many of you at home must be facing, managing home learning as well as juggling your own work commitments and 
deadlines, looking after loved ones and coping with daily family life.  
 
If you need your child to do other work, play a game or go for a walk during the day then that is absolutely fine. The 
activities we set are simply suggestions and mums and dads will not be told off or seen as a bad parent if your child 
only does some or none of the activities each day, you must do what you think is right for your child and have a go at 
the daily tasks when you can. It is impossible to replicate school at home. 
  
Your children will be ok. If you explain something incorrectly, miss a zoom meeting, or you don’t complete all the 
activities it will not affect them forever. We know you all want the best for your child and that you are doing the 
best you possibly can in the circumstances. It’s wonderful that so many of you want to support and encourage your 
child. Help where you can but try to avoid battles over school work. Please don’t think you are doing everything 
wrong or that everyone else is doing a better job than you.  
 
When we eventually get out of this messy situation and we are all back together, learning under one roof, we will 
work with your child and help them catch up again. Educationally, we will together make it all ok in the end. As I 
said back in May each year we build on children’s understanding. Invariably children forget things and we need to go 
back a step or two in order to move forward. This is so often the case and it will be exactly the same when we 
eventually return to normality. 
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As a minimum every day we do recommend that your child reads with an adult, does some writing, and a little 
maths, just 20 minutes of each day, every day. Weekly exercise and some art activities would also be good. Try not 
to let this time pass you by. Your children will never get this time back. 
It’s a chance to learn new skills, explore their own capabilities and 
hopefully maintain their curiosity and a love of learning.  

 

Remember this is about balance and about surviving. Your priority is to 
keep you and your family safe. Maintaining a sense of positivity will help 
your child far more than completing all the remote learning each day. 

 

Take care of yourselves, keep safe and sane! 

Warmest wishes 

Mrs Fulstow 

  
Messages 
 
Thank you for the many words of support we have received via Dojo, emails or brief chats on the playground. 
 
‘I just wanted to take the time to say how grateful we are about how you have handled the COVID pandemic.  
 
During this period of isolation the lessons have been well planned and the teachers on hand to help if needed 
even though they are also in school teaching too. Feedback is  given on all lessons completed and I don’t feel that 
there is any pressure if you don’t quite manage to get everything done that day, which is going to happen 
occasionally. I just wanted to say thank you again when we understand the immense pressure that you are all 
under. I did want to send a letter to Ofsted to praise you but all I can find out is how to complain when I wanted 
to praise. If there is anyone I can write to praise this hard work please let me know.’ Mrs Johnson 
 
‘I would just like to say how much we have appreciated all the support and videos that the school have done for 
home learning this week. It’s been absolutely amazing and certainly helped me to help my children. Your staff 
are fabulous. A huge thank you to everyone involved in Lucy and Oliver’s home learning.’ Mrs Edgar 
 
‘Hope you are well, thank you to you and all the staff for all your efforts. I can only try to imagine 
how hard it is ti operate the school currently. All your efforts to give the children some form of 
normality and of course continue their education are greatly appreciated. Olivia seems very happy 
with everything and just seems to take it in her stride which is a great reflection on the school.’  
Mr Berriman  

 
New Addition! 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Fairbank 
and her husband James on the 
birth of their beautiful son. 
Edward David was born on the 
7th  January weighing 10lb 8oz. 
Team Elloughton are so happy 
for you both! 

 Reminder—Use of Class Dojo 
 
Teachers check the messaging section 
on Class Dojo regularly. Please 
remember the messaging feature is 
for non-urgent. simple queries e.g.  
 
• Lost property 

• Forgotten items to school 

• Going home with another child 

• Clarification of home learning tasks 

 

All other queries, comments and 
concerns must go via official means 
through the school office. 
(admin@epsch.co.uk) 



 
Our Pastoral Support  

As we find ourselves in a 3rd national lockdown, looking after both your own and your children’s mental health 
and wellbeing is more important than ever. Living and coping with huge restrictions, disruptions and the 
uncertainty associated with our daily lives has become the new ‘normal’. We understand that everyone’s 
situation is unique and we are all facing challenges and will process the situation differently.  
 
Reflecting on the experiences we have all already gone through over the last few months, and continue to live 
with, is a golden opportunity to recognise how we have coped, adapted and tried to ‘keep calm and carry on’.  
 
It’s important to celebrate this as a major achievement!  
 
For those children in school, we continue to offer opportunities to discuss and 
explore their feelings such as the daily circle time check in. The PE curriculum 
for this term incorporates yoga as well as calming and mindfulness activities 
being integrated into the classroom throughout the school day. Last term saw 
the launch of the Power Programme, a 6 week targeted workshop designed to 
build emotional resilience for pupils in upper Key Stage 2. This programme is 
currently on hold but will resume once school can fully reopen again. 

 
Mrs Dakin, our Pastoral Support Advisor, is continuing to offer Emotional 
Wellbeing check ins and sessions to pupils working both in school and at home. 
The next parent Pastoral Drop-in is scheduled for 5th February between 9am-
11am. Please contact the office if you wish to discuss the emotional 
wellbeing of your child with Mrs Dakin.    
 
For those children engaged in home learning, the principles of the evidence 
based 5 Ways to Wellbeing have been incorporated into weekly learning tasks. 
The weekly whole year group assemblies provides an opportunity for children to 
connect with their classmates and this month’s moral compass focus is ‘Confidence’.  
 
For parents supporting children with home learning, we understand what an emotional rollercoaster it can be 
juggling working from home, accessing learning and new technology and often supporting more than one child at 
once. You are doing a fantastic job! 
 
  Be kind to yourselves and be assured that these challenging times will pass.    

 
   
 

It’s OK to not be OK – asking for help is an act of bravery! 
 
In recognition of the significant journey we have all already been 
on, its worth highlighting some organisations and resources that 
you can turn to for extra support should you need it during these      
challenging times. 
 
Youngminds.org.uk   
Full of advice for parents, children and young people on all aspect 
of mental health, wellbeing and coronavirus. 
 
Annafreud.org 
Support signposting, resources and on-my-mind section with   
strategies to support activities to support children during          
lockdown. 

The British Psychological Society bps.org.uk   

The BPS have put  together advice for parents on how to talk about 
the coronavirus. 

Children may behave differently at home and become   
frustrated or lack confidence in certain areas of their 
learning. Slightly adapting the language we use and our 
approach can help to illustrate that not getting things 
right first time and making mistakes is absolutely fine  
and a normal part of learning. 
 



Term and Holiday Dates 2021/2022 

Autumn Term 

Opens        Tuesday 7th September 2021             
Closes         Friday 22nd October 2021            
Re-Opens    Monday 1st November 2021     
Closes  Friday 17th December 2021 

Spring Term 

Opens  Wednesday 5th January 2022    
Closes  Friday 18th February 2022         
Re-Opens  Monday 28th February 2022   
Closes  Thursday 7th April 2022 

Summer Term 

Opens  Monday 25th April 2022      
Closed  Monday 2nd May 2022          
           (Bank Holiday)                        
Closes  Friday 27th May 2022               
Re-Opens  Monday 6th June 2022                

   Closes  Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

Teacher Training Days 

 Monday 6th September 2021 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Friday 8th April 2022 

Monday 25th July 2022 

Tuesday 26th July 2022 

 


