
A Word From The Headteacher 
 

As I write my latest piece for the newsletter I’ve been reflecting on the last two years at Elloughton Primary 
School and what an amazing two years it has been! Together we have achieved so much.  Since taking up my 
headship in February 2015 I have never looked back and feel privileged to be the headteacher of this school. I 
can still vividly remember standing in the playground on the very first morning meeting and greeting, smiling, 
saying hello, yet getting some odd and interesting looks, and quickly realising no one knew who I was. On 
reflection I should have been wearing a billboard saying ‘’Under New Management.’’ 

In those initial weeks and months one of my first tasks was to get a thorough understanding of the school’s 
strengths, of which there are many, along with identifying aspects of the school in need of development. I did 
this by seeking the views of all the school community (children, staff, parents, governors) as everyone plays 
such a vital part in the schools’ development. I spent an immense amount of time talking to parents, going into 
lessons, talking to pupils, conducting surveys, monitoring lessons, looking at work in books, analysing data to 
establish what the priorities were. In fact this work hasn’t stopped, and nor should it, as I am charged with 
ensuring standards throughout school are the best they can possibly be.  

All the children are a joy to be with, a real credit to you all. The staff are immensely hardworking and  
dedicated, working together for the benefit all our pupils. The Governors are extremely supportive, sharing 
their own knowledge and expertise, helping to shape the strategic direction of the school.  They give up an 
immense of time to work with myself and staff and do a great job at challenging me just to keep me on my 
toes!  As parents many of you are immensely supportive, being extremely open and honest which is invaluable. 
Your feedback, both informally and formally, continues to be so helpful, even though we may not always share 
the same viewpoint. 

Overleaf is a look back over the last two years of just some of the changes we have made that for the benefit 
of everyone...Elloughton is a great place to be.  And there’s more to come as in my opinion schools, even 
those that are deemed truly exceptional, should never stand still and need to be continually developing and 
changing.  I am committed to ensuring that Elloughton Primary School provides the best possible education for 
all our pupils where every child is known and cared for as an individual, takes pride in their achievements and 
excels in their learning. I feel proud to lead the school as it continues to go from 
strength to strength.  

Do have an enjoyable weekend. 

Kind  Regards,  

 

Mrs Fulstow 

 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you to FESA for agreeing to purchase 
15 laptops in addition to the 15 that school are        
purchasing. These will be immensely beneficial 
and help to  support the teaching of the         
computing curriculum throughout the school. 

The children have absolutely loved the new small 
play equipment that FESA have also bought, the 
bean bag shoot, hula hoops and skipping ropes 
which have all been in use on the front         
playground.  Thank you for all your support. 

10th February 2017 

World Book Day - Thursday 2nd March 

It is World Book Day on Thursday 2nd March and we will 
be doing lots of exciting book related activities in school 
– more details to follow next week! 

On the day, we invite children to wear their own clothes 
to school and if they do so, to donate a book to school. 
For every book we receive, we will insert a dedication 
slip inside the front cover acknowledging and thanking 
the child who donated the book.  

Early next week we will provide                                   
you with a list of suggested titles.  



FESA NEWS 

FESA would like to say a HUGE thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed our FESA Fish and Chip Quiz 
Night last week, which raised £231. 

John Gilbert was an excellent quiz master, so thank you to him, and also to the mums who 
baked and bought buns.  Thank you to everyone who helped set up and clear away, thank you, 
we massively appreciate your help! 

Our next event is Bun Day, which is being held on Valentine's Day, so please 
send in your buns - shop bought or baked - we don't discriminate! :) 

A pre-loved uniform sale will be held at school pick-up time at 3.30pm on Wednesday, 
April 15th, in the front playground under the canopy, items all great quality and condition, 
from 50p! 

And back by popular demand - the school disco will be held on Thursday, April 6th. We will 
need helpers if any mums or dads fancy volunteering. 

Once again, thanks for your support and if you wish to follow FESA's events, like us on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter @FESAsupport, or drop us  an email to fesfundraising@googlemail.com 

                      School Developments Since March 2015   
 
Learning Environment  
Playground improvements - Pirate ship, Outdoor Tardis Libraries, Pick up Sticks        
EYFS Indoor & Outdoor areas 
SEA & Smile rooms 
Go Wild at Elloughton Outdoor area        
Outdoor libraries—Tardis on front and back playgrounds 
Reading Den                                           
Installation of teaching kitchen               
Year 1 outdoor area 
Extention of the wildlife pond area 
Extensive staff development regarding teaching and learning 
New reception area, admin and finance offices       
Refurbishments of Year 1 & 2 Classrooms 
New Staff toilets 
Refurbished Staffroom  
New kitchenette for before and after school club 
Meeting Room for parent/visitors 
 
Curriculum 
Introduction of Home Learning tasks 
Review of all of the curriculum plans 
New approach to teaching maths & literacy 
New teaching approaches in EYFS 
 
Parent Links 
New style Newsletter 
Twitter account 
Rainbow readers 
Launch of new website 
More streamlined reports  
Curriculum Workshops for parents to attend 
More community events - afternoon teas & Harvest events                       
FESA Newsletter                                                                                      
Church Services—Harvest, Christmas, Easter, Leavers 
Headteacher regularly on playground at start & end of the day 
More opportunities for parents to come into school to celebrate childrens’ achievements 
Review of all transition procedures for new starters 
 
Behaviour & Welfare 
The school gates are now locked between 9:00am and 3:20pm 
Doors open at 8:40am allowing pupils to come in and start early morning tasks 
New Signage around the site 
Agreed a new behaviour policy 
Introduction of the House system 
Rex Respect Introduced 
Moral Compass & new School Vision 
 
 



City of Culture Challenges  

Each week in assembly we reveal the latest City of Culture 
Challenges. The whole school performed their very own Hull Hoe 
Down, we’ve had some thought provoking messages written by 
children and our very own recycled percussion band performed in 
assembly.  

Last week many enjoyed creating their 
Paper Dreams, folding, cutting, 
sticking and scrunching paper and this 
week they have been thinking about 
creating art in nature in the Andy 
Goldworthy style! 

Active Kid Vouchers 

Eat well, move well, live well 

The earlier a child learns to eat well and keep active, the more 
likely they are to live well too. That’s why your support for Active 
Kids can make such a difference to children’s futures. So please 
collect as many vouchers as you can to help provide your school  
with some exciting new equipment and experiences. 

Available in Sainsburys now!  The 
collection box is in the Reading Den 
area.  

So please send in your vouchers. 

Mummified apples 

In Year 5 we have been learning all 
about mummification, so we decided to 
test the Ancient Egyptian’s methods. 
Obviously we wouldn’t mummify a 
person, so we instead mummified a 
juicy apple. We predicted what would 
happen to the apple and the moisture 
within it; before covering the apples in 
our ‘Natron mix’ (salt and bicarbonate 
of soda). After waiting for 8 days, we 
opened the bags and removed the 
excess salt. We were amazed by the 
interesting smell and the amount of 
liquid that had pooled in the bottom of 
the bags. We agreed that the Ancient 
Egyptians methods were very successful 
as our apples 
were very 
wrinkly and 
dehydrated.   

E Safety Day - Report 
 
On Tuesday 7th February, the whole school participated in Internet Safety day. An Internet 
safety assembly, that was run by Mr Martin, a CEOP ambassador, taught the children and adults 
a variety of important messages. The assembly was about the power of image, (this year's 
theme for Internet safety). 
 
An array of activities were completed around the school involving everyone, all based on the power of image. 
Year 6 did a miniature workshop with Mr Martin, they created codes made out of emojis that at the end of 
the day they had to crack. Year 5, thoroughly enjoyed the assortment of activities that they completed, 
posters, acrostic poems, telling if pictures were edited or not and dancing. 
 
As well as Year 5, Year 3 and 4 edited photos and had to guess whether or not they had been edited. They 
also had to decide if some particular photos were safe to put on the Internet. Year 1 and 2 did similar things, 
they listened to a story told by Mr Martin about Smartie the penguin and they learnt a motto about him too. 
 
Overall Internet safety day was a success. 
 
By Charlotte Kay and William Fischer 
 

The children in Year 5 performed a ‘flash mob’ dance to 
the 80s hit ‘Safety Dance’. They incorporated the 
message of staying safe online into their performances, 
which they performed in a flash-mob style in front of 
their peers.    



 Rugby fun! 
 

Years 3 and 4 are thoroughly enjoying their rugby coaching on 
a Thursday afternoon with two trained coaches. They have 
shown great determination to improve their skills and their 
competitive sides have definitely made an appearance! It's 
lovely to see the children so engaged and enthused with a 

sport that some of them 
were initially unsure of.   

When I grow up I want to be…. 
  
What a fantastic start to our topic ‘When I grow up I want to be…’ We have been extremely lucky in EYFS and 
have had some of our parents visit to talk to us about their careers. Our topic began with Mrs Wright who 
taught us how to sew. We had a fabulous afternoon and even made our own keyrings. The children now have 
their own sewing table in our continuous provision and can independently thread a needle and sew so thank 
you Mrs Wright. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were then fortunate to have Mr Clarke come in and talk to us about becoming an 
Architect and Structural Engineer. We have now created our own Architect’s Area in our 
provision so the children have been busy designing and creating their structures and who 
knows we could have the next Zaha Hadid amongst us! Did you know that it took 7 years 
to build the London Eye? Or that a triangle is the strongest shape and 
can be found in most buildings and bridges? 
 
Thank you to all our parent volunteers and we are looking forward to 
being inspired by what our other parents present to us in the coming 
weeks! 

British Science Week - Elloughton enthusing scientists - Calling all scientists! 

From the 12th to the 19th March it’s British Science week. This is a great opportunity to enthuse the next 
generation of scientists.  

'The theme for this year’s British Science Week is “Change”, encouraging young people to think about and 
investigate the changes happening in the world all around us; from seasons and climate, to materials and 
energy. It is also a chance for young people to consider the changes they can enact to have a positive impact 
on the future.' (www.britishscienceweek.org) 

During this week, children will be given the opportunity to attend a science assembly, take part in 
investigations and enquiries, and hopefully become more eager scientists for life.  Science 
isn't just laboratory coats and test tubes!  

We are calling on all local scientists or anyone who uses science in their daily job.  If you 
can offer us a little of your time and your expertise to come in and help us during science 
week, this would be greatly appreciated.  Please get in touch and speak to myself or leave 
a message with the admin team.  Thank you in advance. 



Neighbour – Parking 
 
One of our neighbours has 
requested that we ask parents 
to refrain from parking on the 
grass verge outside school as it 
is ruining the grass.  Please do 
not park half on and off the 
kerbs. 
 
Thank you. 

PE Lessons  

Please remind your children 
the importance of wrapping up 
warm for outdoor PE so they 
can take a full and active part. 

Outdoor PE kit - Elloughton 
Primary School logo'd outdoor 
PE top or plain red or black 
fleece - no markings, logos, 
stripes etc. 

Plain Black Tracksuit 
Trousers or Jogging Bottoms - 
no markings, stripes or logos 
and no leggings, skins etc. 

House Points 

 

Congratulations to Virgo who remain top 

of the leader board, and to Andromeda 

who have moved themselves up a place. 

 

Moral Compass - Resilience   
 
“Human beings have enormous resilience”  Muhammad Yunus – Entrepreneur 
  
It was a great honour and a privilege to have the Olympic cyclist, Adam 
Duggleby, launch the value of resilience for February.   
 
Year 5 were in awe as Adam explained the resilience and determination required 
to become a Gold medal winning athlete. The children had their photographs 
taken with the medals and were intrigued by their unique rattle. The medals were specially designed to 
create a different sound depending upon the material (gold, silver or bronze) they were made from - so that 
blind athletes could identify which medal they were holding. After the inspiring assembly and question 
session we certainly hope that Year 5 has some future athletes among us!  
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We celebrate 10 different values at Elloughton Primary School and each value plays a part in recognising and 
developing the character traits that we hold dear and aspire to. “Resilience” is one of the core values which 
is central to our high expectations  Although school’s can be measured and benchmarked in many different 
ways, we believe that fundamentally, successful schools prepare and equip their children to live fulfilling 
lives and if we are to achieve this goal, we need to help our children to be resilient and determined to do 
their very best at all times. 

E Safety Parent Workshop 

This was a really successful day. Thank you to all those who attended 
our E-safety talk.  

The link below has 5 simple tips to help keep your children safe online. 
These are all topics that you should be discussing regularly with your 
children. If you wish to check privacy settings on Facebook and          
Instagram to help prevent your child sharing information with            
people they do not know, or people who may want your child’s personal 
information for an inappropriate reason the link “Privacy Settings” will 
show you how to check settings. 

5 simple steps to keep your kids safe online 

 
Privacy Setitings 

 

   

Virgo 25 

Scorpius 23 

Leo 22 

Cygnus 20 

Andromeda 19 

Orion 15 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/5-internet-safety-tips-for-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/how-can-i-make-sure-my-kid-isnt-sharing-too-much-on-facebook-or


East Riding Youth Dance Deliver Lessons 

Year 6 had waited in anticipation to start their free dance session. The warm up was exciting and difficult 
as they had to roll, jump, run and turn whenever they heard a number. They had learnt  the start of the 
dance and were adding their under over Parkour routine. They all looked amazing! When in the groups 
they all worked really well together. Dancing on the stage everyone was incredibly brave. Each person in 
the team participated really well and when someone didn't want to do things the whole class cheered 
them on and supported them. We can't wait to see East Riding Youth Dance again. by Zoe Pybus 

Photography Competition 
 

As part of the ‘City Of Culture’ the East 
Riding are running a photography 
competition which will be judged in 
April and form part of a large exhibition. 
The title of the competition is ‘The 
Nature of Animals’.  Each school has 
been  invited to host their own 
competition and the winning entry for 
the ERYC competition will win a 
photography workshop for their school 
from a  renowned local artist. 
 

So we are seeking entries from our 
budding photographers and we will 
award an Elloughton Bear to the winner 
of each year group. An overall winner 
for KS1 and KS2 will be selected and 
submitted to the East Riding 
competition.  All entries must be 
submitted digitally, along with a caption 
that captures something of the qualities 
the picture possesses , to 
admin@epsch.co.uk by 3rd April so we 
can judge and submit a winner by 7th 
April.  Entries should be all things animal 
pictured in nature. E.g.  farm creatures 
struggling against the weather, seasonal 
robin redbreasts. We look forward to our 
children putting their photographic skills 
once again to good use. 

Hinduism - Celebration Time 

The children are thoroughly enjoying learning about this year's 
school focus religion - Hinduism. Following on from last term’s 
successful whole school Diwali Celebration Day, we are     
planning a Holi Celebration Day on Tuesday 21st of March.   
The children are excited to know Mrs Singh will be visiting our 
school again. All the children will be cooking traditional food 
and beavering away on a range of exciting activities.  

Through the Diwali day, we became more aware of parents, 
friends and relatives in our community, who had first had    
experiences of Hindu celebrations. We greatly valued those 
who came in to school and supported our Diwali celebrations 
and we would like to welcome parents, friends and relatives 
to share their expertise during our Holi celebration.  

Please contact Mrs Fitzpatrick if you are available to help. If 
you are not available on that date, but would be willing to 
share your experiences with the children on alternative dates, 
please also contact Mrs Fitzpatrick.  

Thank you for your support.  

 



Anglo Saxon Houses 

This week Year 6 made Anglo Saxon houses. We learnt Square Lashing 
and Clove Hitching.  The clove hitch was harder for some people than 
others. The Square Lashing was easy if you got it right. 

You had a choice of three buildings, the sunken house which the roof 
went down to the floor and was dug out of the ground. The living 
house had four sides and a roof that went halfway down the house. 
The last building is the workshop where crafts such as weaving and 
weapon making would happen. All the houses had to be one coffee 
stick high the only exemptions were the church, chief’s house and 
town hall. These houses can also be wider than eighteen 
centimetres. 

Making the town hall is extremely hard we have been working on it 
for three hours. The chief's house, I have been told, is extremely 
hard too. The church is definitely extremely hard because it 
has to be made of clay and that is very hard. 

Our Anglo Saxon town is nearly finished all the houses look 
great. by Zoe Pybus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may know one of the focus areas 
for the school this year is to improve 
the writing skills of the children. Last 
week a specific writing improvement 
session was held with the school     
leadership team, facilitated by an     
external representative and two of 
the governors, Emma Thompson and 
Debbie Redman, attended this session 
to understand the latest approach, ask 
some challenging questions and 
give support where required. It was a 
thoroughly enjoyable session and great 
to see the progress that has already 
been made in a short space of time – 
you may have heard your children talk 
about a ‘cold’ and ‘hot’ write? Three 
children within Keystage 2 were invited 
along to talk about their experiences 
and they were all very proud to show 
off their new skills. The leadership 
team are now focussing on fine tuning 
the approach and ensuring these     
learnings are thoroughly embedded 
within the children’s learning journeys. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 13th February       Year 2 trip - Castle Museum, York 

Tuesday 14th February      FESA Valentine Bun Day 

Wednesday 15th February  Pre-loved Uniform sale 

Friday 17th February         House Sing Off 

                                        Y3/4 European Day  

                                        Last Day of School 

 

Monday 27th February       Back to school 

                                        Year 6 - East Barnby Trip week 

Tuesday 7th March            Parent’s Evening - EYFS & Year 1 

Thursday 9th March           Parent’s Evening - EYFS & Year 1 

Tuesday 14th March          Y3/4 trip—Eden Camp 

Friday 17th March             Y5 trip—Xscape 

Tuesday 21st March        Holi Day 

Wednesday 22nd March     Class Photographs 

Thursday 30th March         EYFS visit to Clough Road Fire Station 

 

 


